
Before drug products are authorized for sale in Canada, Health Canada reviews them to assess their safety, 

efficacy and quality. Drug products include prescription and non-prescription pharmaceuticals, disinfectants and 

sanitizers with disinfectant claims. Only those products which reflect a DIN (Drug Identification Number) are 

allowed to be sold, marketed and or advertised in Canada. 

Disinfectants for use on non-critical medical devices and hard non-porous environmental surfaces and inanimate 

objects in domestic, industrial/institutional, hospital, food processing and/or barn premises, referred to as “hard 

surface disinfectants”, and that additionally may indicate hard non-porous food and non-food contact surface 

sanitizer claims on their labeling, in which case they are referred to as “disinfectant-sanitizers”;  

Disinfectant: A substance, or mixture of substances, capable of destroying or irreversibly inactivating 

pathogenic (disease-causing) and potentially pathogenic (opportunistic) microorganisms, but not necessarily 

bacterial spores, present on environmental surfaces and inanimate objects due to the antimicrobial action of the 

active ingredient(s).  

Disinfectant-sanitizer: A chemical product represented for use as a sanitizer on hard non-porous environmental 

surfaces and inanimate objects which is also represented for use as a hard surface disinfectant. 


